MATERIALS.
The data were derived from the case records of 119 in-patients who were treated in the Belfast hospitals during an eight-year period, [1953] [1954] [1955] [1956] [1957] [1958] [1959] [1960] inclusive. There were 74 males and 45 females. All patients had laparotomy with a macroscopic diagnosis of the tumour, or a post-mortem examination with histological confirmation of the diagnosis. The patients and blood donor controls were drawn from the same population. The ABO blood group distribution was known for a large series (11,327) of current blood donors normally resident in the County Borough of Belfast. DiscusSION. Woolf's (1955) method has been used to compare and combine these data with some of those from the literature (Table 2) . In London, Liverpool, and Sheffield the estimated incidence of carcinoma of the pancreas in persons of blood group A is significantly greater than in those of blood group 0. There is no evidence of significant heterogeneity between the areas and the difference from unity is just significant at the 5 per cent. level. The Belfast data does not support the suggested association between blood group A and carcinoma of the pancreas. There is, in fact, a deficiency of blood group A as compared with blood group 0 and an excess of blood group B.
SUMMARY.
The ABO blood group distribution in 119 patients with carcinoma of the pancreas showed a deficiency of blood group A and an excess of blood group B when compared with the controls.
